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the diversified character of the manual arts in Early Eng-
land ; also the remarkable expansion of the woollen manu-
facture and its evolution on a capitalist basis were in the
nature of an industrial revolution. An emperor of the
Byzantine empire, who visited these shores in the year
1400, commented upon the flourishing state of the country.
" In populousness and power, in riches and luxury, London,
the metropolis of the isle, may claim a pre-eminence over
all the cities of the West". At the end of the fifteenth
century a Venetian wrote in a similar strain. " In one
single street named the Strand leading to St Paul's there
are fifty-two goldsmiths' shops so rich and full of silver
vessels great and small, that in all the shops in Milan,
Rome, Venice and Florence put together, I do not think
there would be found so many of the magnificence that
are to be seen in London ". In fact, the study of mediaeval
records has in store for the unbiassed investigator as many
surprises as the study of the Age of Mercantilism has for
those who come to it with minds freed from current cliches
about the ' Industrial Revolution'. With this caution in
mind, we may review the more important developments
which occurred in the period under survey.
The making of cloth—described by Coke as' the worthiest industrial
and richest commodity of this kingdom ', and by Camden as t™^3
' one of the pillars of the State '—enjoyed pre-eminence over Age oj
all other manufactures for the space of seven hundred years.
In the second half of the sixteenth century a fresh branch of
the woollen industry, known as the ' new drapery', was
established.    It consisted of the finer worsted fabrics, which
(confesses Fuller) " it surpasseth my skill to name ".   An
old English rhyme ran :
" Hops, Reformation, Bays, and Beer
Came into England all in a year '.
The same era witnessed the beginnings of machine-wrought
hosiery, which resulted from the invention of the knitting
frame by William Lee ; and the history of the cotton in-
dustry can now be carried back to the year 1586 x. Silk,
1 Infra, Appendix, p. 482, No. i,
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